THE GRAND ALLIANCE
from the United provinces." This basis being settled, the
minor states were urged by subsidies provided by England
and Holland and by other inducements to join the alliance,
and with each a separate agreement was made. The recogni-
tion of the Elector of Brandenburg as King of Prussia
was the price reluctantly paid by the Emperor in return for
his adhesion.
.   The case of Sweden was special.   The remarkable military
caste which had developed in this small but virile northern
kingdom had impressed itself upon Europe since the days of
Gustavus Adolphus, and now found itself headed by a warrior
prince who revived in dramatic guise the image of his famous
grandfather.    Charles  XII  had just extorted peace from
Denmark and Poland by an audacious campaign, and had
defeated Russia at surprising odds in the battle of Narva.
He and his redoubtable mercenaries were amenable to flattery
and gold.    Marlborough used both with deftness.   The
impulsive, passionate character of Charles XII made the
negotiations " a very ticklish business." x    The natural bias
of the Swedes since the time of Gustavus Adolphus was
Francophile and anti-Austrian.    Marlborough achieved in
1701 what he was to repeat in 1707.    He kept Charles XII
and his artny out of Western and Central Europe.   The
French were also in the market with competing bribes of
money; but the Englishman prevailed.    On September 26
he could write to Godolphin, " I have this evening signed
the Swedish  Treaty. ... I was  convinced  if I had  not
done it, the French moneys must have been accepted/'   The
tteaty was to be ratified within six weeks.    Marlborough,
with his eye on the House of Commons, had deliberately
withheld his signature of the main treaty, as well as of the
separate treaty between England and Holland, till after they
had been submitted to the Ministry at home.   In the Swedish
case alone did he consider it necessary to sign promptly
without reference even to the Lords Justices in England.
The Swedish treaty cleared the path of Denmark.   The
Danes, thus freed from the peril at their gates, were able
1 Marlborough to Godolphin, August 26, Blenheim MSS.
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